











SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
INTRODUCTION

Located three miles west of the City of Toledo in westemn Lucas County, land in Spencer
Township consists of farmiand, protected natural areas, single and multiple family
residences, an industrial park and some scattered neighborhood commercial areas. Single
family dwellings are found throughout the Township on large acreage parcels, many of
which include ponds. Farmland is being reused for single-family homes as growth
continues to the west.

In the early 1940's, African-Americans, Hispanics and other ethnic groups began moving
into Spencer Township to purchase land and build their homes. There were few building
codes in Lucas County at that time and many of the houses were built sub-standard.
Before long, some of them became uninhabitable and fell or bumed down. The only
affordable land available was located in the eastern end of the Township, but it was [ow-
lying, prone to flooding and difficult to farm due to the standing water.

The most active area in the Township was the intersection of Angola and Jrwin Roads.
There was a grocery store and gas station on the southwest corner owned by Henry and
Mabel Wallace and a grocery store and gas station on the southeast corner owned by Jim
and Agnes Russell. On the northeast comer was the Spencer Sharples School system
which accommodated grades one through eight. Once the students completed eighth
grade, they transferred to the Swanton School System until the early 1960's when an
addition was constructed to accommodate grades nine through twelve at the Spencer
Sharples schoal.

The corner of Crissey and Angola Roads provided a grocery store, gas station and
hardware store that were owned and operated by the Lammon family. The stores were on
the southwest comer and the residence was on the northwest corner. In the early 1950's,
another grocery store and gas station, owned by Henry and Thelma Smith, were
constructed on Angola Road west of Eber Road. Additionally, churches and other public
and private buildings were built in the area.

In the 1970's, the State of Ohio forced Spencer Township to join the Toledo Public School
System and the Spencer Sharples school closed in the late 1970's. There were not enough
students to keep it open. Some residents felt that Toledo and other areas of the Courty
had more opportunities and moved out of the Township. At the same time, the Lucas
County Board of Commissioners created a "newtown” plan which consisted of new homes,
businesses and more services to the Township and its residents. This, however, did not
stop the residents from leaving the Township. Many of the residents who stayed and
assisted with the improvements felt that development plan was good for the overall benefit
of the Township.

The Township has been plagued with unattractive businesses, the worst being automobile
salvage yards. At one time, the Township had twenty-two salvage yards with more
intending to move in. Due to the diligence of the Township Trustees creating a Zoning
Commission and the subsequent action on their part, the Spencer Township Zoning
Resolution was adopted. It was passed by the voters in November 1963 and was certified
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GENERAL AND ECONOMIC
OBJECTIVES {continued)

» To support planning and development of Spencer Township in accordance with
Spencer Township Land Use Plan and Lucas County Policy Plan on Land Use
and Housing.

» To encourage land use and development that is compatible with the natural and
physical features of the "Oak Openings" land forms.

+ Endeavor to cooperate with other jurisdictions in matters of zoning and land use.

INFRASTRUCTURE

GOAL: To support public improvements of water, sewers, drainage, roads, etc.
consistent with the wishes of Township residents.

QOBJECTIVES

+ To plan street and utility improvements to best meet the wishes of the
Township's residents and businesses.

» To seek planning and coordinated management in the use of surface water
and drainage.

NVIRONMENTAL

——

GOAL: Maintain environmental quality by focusing on the preservation of high
quality natural and agricultural areas.

OBJECTIVES

= To identify and preserve environmentally sensitive areas, such as wetlands and
unique natural areas as well as agriculturaily productive areas.

« To preserve and maintain the level and quality of the shallow water table.
Discourage overuse and improper placement of septic systems.

« To identify "development corridors" and "zones" which may require specific land
use policies and encourage development compatible and consistent with the
Spencer Township L.and Use Plan,

REGIONAL

GOAL: Seek implementation of land use plan through inter-jurisdictional
cooperation and coordination of planning and in the provision of services.

QBJECTIVES

« To promote cooperation with neighbering jurisdictions and county govemment,
* To coordinate Township land use and development with adopted plans of Metro
Parks, Lucas County and neighboring Townships.
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SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 3: COMMUNITY PROFILE

Located in Western Lucas County, Spencer Township covers 7,616 acres (approximately
12 square miles). While agncultural land uses portray a significant portion of the total land
area (2,986 acres), the Township has a number of unique features that contribute to the
overall character of the Township. Spencer Township encompasses the Kitty Todd Nature
Preserve and other protected areas owned by the Nature Conservancy, whose land
holdings total nearly 356 acres of the Township. Additional protected open such as the
Irwin Praine State Nature Preserve, which is owned by the State of Ohio, brings the total
natural areas in Spencer Township to 591 acres. Lying west of the City of Toledo and
rapidly developing Springfield Township, Spencer abuts Fulton County, the Townships of
Sylvania, Richfield, Swanton and virtually encircles Harding Township.  Although
predominately rural in nature, Spencer is home to the Westwinds Industrial Center located
in the Southeast section of the Township. In short, Spencer possesses unique natural
features, is home to existing and future potential industrial growth, and is in the path of the
westward expansion of the Toledo urban area.

From 1970 to present, the Township has experienced a 13.5% drop in population, but by
the year 2010 {TMACOG) has projected a modest but steady growth in the Township.

Table 1

Lot Split Applications
Year Number of Lot Split Applications
1990 2
1991 7
1992 4
1993 4
1994 9
1985 22
1996 21
1997 9
1998 (through September) 4
Total 1990-1998 82



Tabie 2
Spencer T~+~nship Population

Year Population Change
1970 1,425

1980 1,744 -181
1990 1,665 -79
1985 1,663 -2
2000 1,662 -1
2005 1,697 +35
2010 1,732 +35

Source: 1970-1990 U.S. Census
1995-2010 TMACOG Projections

in terms of socio-economic characteristics, Spencer Township's demographics compare
favorably to Lucas County as a whole. The Township's median household income exceeds
the County's median, while the Township's poverty rate is lower than the County's rate.

Table 3
Spencer Township Socio-Economic Profile*

Spencer Township Lucas County

Population 1,734 462,361
Median Age 32 31.1
Households 593 177,500
Persons Per Househoid 2.92 2.56
Persons 65 years and older - 168 59,930
Percent of persons 65 and older 10.3% 13.0%
Percent high school graduates 67.7% 76.2%
Median Household income $28,401 $28,245
Poverty Rate 13.2% 15.3%
Median Housing Value $39,667 $56,900
Housing Units 653 191,388
Percent Owner-Occupied 53.1% 65.0%
Percent Racial Balance: Caucasian 60.6% 82.2%
African-American 35.4% 14.8%
Other 4.0% 3.0%

*These figures are for Census Tract 94 (Source: 1990 U.S. Census)



SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 4: PHYSICAL AND NATURAL FEATURES

INTRODUCTION

As a component of a jand use planning process it is useful to initially analyze what
conditions and features already exist before planning for future changes. In addition to
assessing existing man-made features such as the presence of water and sewer lines or
main traffic arteries, a review of the township’s natural features is also important. 1t is often
the natural features that make an area a desirable place to live and work. The monetary
value of these features can be hard to directly quantify; however they do provide added
value in regards to the residents’ enhancad quality of life. If the quality of life of an area is
maintained at a high value for the long term, then demand for property in the area will be
high and values will increase. Similarly if quality of life declines, in this example due o the
degradation of the area's natural features, then property values will likely decline over
time.

Natural features can distinguish an area from its neighbors and provide the very qualities
that give a community some sense of place. In Northwest Ohio, Perrysburg and Maumee
are distinctive because of their cultural history and proximity to the Maumee River. Point
Place stands out because of its proximity to the waters of Maumee Bay. From a state and
local perspective, Spencer Township is notable because of its Oak Openings landscape
and the existence of two of the finest nature preserves in the state, Kitty Todd and Irwin
Prairie. These natural features are truly unique assets that could be utilized as a theme
under which township pride could be greatly enhanced. Spencer Township might be
known as “A natural township, where people and nature co-exist” or “Spencer Township -
Heart of the Qak Openings Region” etc, etc. Creating a sense of community is critical
towards generating long term support for a community land use plan.

NATURAL FEATURES

Within Spencer Township, the primary natural features can be divided into two.types of
areas; the “woods and fields” of the Oak Openings Region in the eastem 2/3 of the
township and the agricultural area in the northwestern 1/3.

Oak Openings Region

The Oak Openings Region is a 130 square mile sandy area located in Lucas, Henry and
Fulton Counties of Ohio. This region is one of Ohio's most unique natural areas and
supports more rare species than any other area in the state. Just a few examples of these
rare species include the federally endangered Kamer blue butterfly (known from Ohio only
in Spencer Township), prickly-pear cactus, the sundew (an insect eating plant), numerous
rare orchids such as the grass pink and the orange-fringed and host of uncommon birds
like the rare ground nesting lark sparrow.



Most of these rare species are found within two of the region’s globally rare habitats, oak
savanna and wet prairie. Common in the midwest historically, these savannas and prairies
are now globally rare due to extensive human use of the landscape. Although much less
well known, Oak Openings habitats are just as rare and threatened as many tropical rain
forests. Spencer Township sustains some of the best examples of these rare habitats in
the entire Oak Openings Region..

The presence of these unusual plants and animals is the result of the region's interesting
geoclogical past. Approximately 13,000 years ago most of the township was the sandy
shoreline of a vast lake, a larger and deeper predecessor of Lake Erie. Due to the melting
of a glacial ice dam to the north, the water of this lake dropped and by approximately §,000
years ago formed what we now refer to as Lake Erie. The extensive deposits of sand left
behind by this earlier lake laid the foundation for the formation of the Oak Openings
Region. The sand was deposited as a series of long low ridges that run southwest to
northeast through the township. Although they are difficult to perceive on the ground, one
of the more prominent ridges can best be observed by traveling on Old State Line Road.
The top of the ridge is near the intersection of Schwamberger Road. East and west of this
paint the land gradualiy drops in elevation. Scattered on the crest of this ridge are ancient
sand dunes, which appear as small hiils in an otherwise flat terrain. Stabilized today by
vegetation, these dunes were actively moving wind blown dunes 13,000 years ago.

Described in the 1800’s by early settiers as an area where one could “drive a wagon
through without having to cut a path”, the vegetation of the Oak Openings was dramatically
different than anything the early seftlers were familiar with. Instead of the dense forests
common to the east, there were sunny expanses of grasses and wildflowers with park-like
stands of massive oaks. Low depressions supported extensive treeless wet prairies that
could be canoed in the spring and skated on in the winter. The seven mile long by one
mile wide irwin Prairie, small portions of which are preserved in Irwin Prairie and Kitty
Todd Nature Preserves, was a spectacular examplie of one of these extensive wet prairies.
Significant sections of this prairie still exist on private lands and can be seen on the
accompanying map illustrating significant natural areas. Regionally speaking, the Oak
Openings is a transition area where the forest of the east and the prairies of the west met
and formed different and distinct naturai communities.

Settlement of the township by Europeans in the early 1800’s caused dramatic changes to
the natural habitat. Savannas and prairies that were naturally kept open by wildfires and
seasonally high groundwater levels became overgrown by trees and shrubs as fires were
suppressed and ditches installed. Areas that were not overgrown were converted to
. farmland. Today most of what was a sweeping open expanse of grasses and wildflowers
is now either farmland, shrubby thickets or wooded areas. Although still of great value as
natural green space, the wooded areas sustain a familiar assemblage of plants and
animals that are common in many areas. The sun loving plants and animals that were
once common to the region are now rare and restricted to scattered open areas and
cannot be found in heavily shaded woods.

Spencer Township has retained especially significant examples of Oak Openings habitats

for a variety of reasons. Relatively poor farming conditions discouraged exitensive

cultivation in the Oak Openings portion of the township. Extensive flat wet areas resisted
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drainage and larger patches of prairie and savanna bumed regularly enough to retard the
growth of trees and shrubs. The poor drainage and sandy soils of the township that may
have once been considered a detriment can now be seen as unique asset that supports
extremely rare habitats,

Wetlands of the Oak Openings

Spencer Township supports some of the rarest wetlands in Ohio and it sustains one of the
greatest concentrations of wetlands in Lucas County. Because of their unique
characteristics the wetlands of the township merit a separate review. Although some
wetlands occur within the agricultural area of the township, by far the greatest
concentration occurs within the Oak Openings area. Most of these wetlands are remnants
of the historical 4,500-acre Irwin Prairie. These wet prairies are found nowhere else in
Ohio besides the Oak Openings Region. Even outside of the state these wetlands are
very unusual and globally rare. Wet prairies are dependent upon seasonally high
groundwater levels for their existence. Excessive drainage or lowering of the water table
will result in an eventual loss of the wetland. Spencer Township and neighboring Harding
Township support the only high quality examples of wet prairie left in the Oak Openings
Region.

Although somewhat more common, the Swamp Forests of the township are also a valuable
and unusual wetland resource. These forests typically have extensive pools of standing
water in the spring and are dominated by Pin Oak. Historically these forests probably
occurred on the margins of the wet prairies. Today, as a result of the general lowering of
the region’s groundwater levels, these swamp forests grow in many of the areas that were
occupied by wet prairie. Continued drainage of these areas will result in even further
vegetative changes and an eventual loss of the wetland.

These high guality wetlands not only sustain a variety of rare plants but also a wide range
of both common and unusual animals. Attracted to the water of the wetiand for breeding,
feeding and drinking, wetlands are some of the most productive natural communities on
Earth. Populations of birds, amphibians and reptiles are especialiy rich in Oak Qpenings
weflands. A few examples inciude rare birds such as the golden-winged warbier and the
northern harrier, the uncommon spotted turtie and a host of rare plants such as Kalm's St.
John's wort and the great lakes goldenrod.

Agricultural Area

Located in the northwestern 1/3 of the township, the agricuitural area is dramatically
different from the Oak Openings Region due to its distinct soil types. While the sandy
soils of the Oak Openings originated from the deposition of an ancient beach ridge, clay
soils in the agricultural area formed at the boitom of the adjacent lake. When the lake
level dropped, the poorly drained land that remained developed into the Great Black
Swamp. This vast swamp forest was half the size of the Florida Everglades and reached
from Fort Wayne, Indiana to Sandusky, Ohio. The impenetrable nature of the swamp was
the primary reason that Northwest Ohio was one of the last areas of the state to be settled
by Europeans. Ultimately, the installation of about 15,000 miles of ditches drained the

11



land and permitted the establishment of Northwest Ohio’s vaiuable farmland. No sizable
remnants of the great black swamp are known to occur in Spencer Township

Soils

The soils of Spencer Township can be divided into three basic groups or associations.
The first group covers the northwestem portion of the township and is the primary
agricultural area. It is referred to as the Hoytville-Napanee-Mermill association. The soils
in this association are in broad, flat areas where glacial till was deposited and then
reworked Dy lake action. Hoytville and Memmill soils are on broad, level flats and in poorly
defined drainageways. Napanee sojls can occur on the side siopes of major
drainageways. The soils in this association are limited for many uses because of their
moderate to slow permeability and wetness caused by the seasonal high water table. If
these soils are adequately drained, they are well suited to use as cropland. The main
crops are soybeans, corn, and wheat. Specialty crops are mainly tomatoes and sugar
beets. The seasonal wetness and slow permeability of these soils are severe limitations to
many engineering uses.

The second group is the Mermill-Metamora-Haskins association. These soils are primarily
confined to a narrow band running northeast to southwest. They are very poorly drained
loamy to clayey soils formed by the reworking of glacial till. Mermiit soils form broad very
poorly drained level flats and poorly defined drainageways. Metamora and Haskins soils
are somewhat poorly drained and are on irregular ridges and convex knolls. The sgils in
this association have dark surface layers, but Metamora soils are darker and have more
sand than Haskins.

The third and largest group of soils in the township is the Granby-Otiokee-Tedrow
association. These soils are the primary components of the Oak Openings Region. The
soils in this association are sandy and are in broad rolling areas to nearly level. They
include higher sandy ridges and low broad flats of very poorly drained sandy scils. Granby
soils are very poorly drained and are on broad irregular flats and in poorly defined
drainageways. These are the soils that support the wet prairies and swamp forests.
Ottokee soils are moderately well drained and are on narrow ridges and convex knolis.
Tedrow soils are somewhat poorly drained and are on low rises and knolls. The soils in
this association have rapid permeability. Granby and Tedrow socils have a seasonally high
water table at or near the surface. Ottokee soils have a seasonal water table at a depth of
1.5 to 3 feet below the surface. The water table is held high by the somewhat flat
topography and the layer of clay glacial till below the surface. Both Granby and Tedrow
soils are limited for many uses by excessive wetness caused by the seasonal high water
table. Ottokee soils are limited for many uses by both wetness, and droughtiness during
extended dry periods. When dry and without sufficient vegetative cover, Ottokee soils are
subject to wind erosion. Oak savannas are found on the Ottokee and Tedrow soils.

Groundwater

Wetlands and adjacent uplands play an important roie in helping to filter and recharge the

groundwater, the primary source of drinking water for the township. Within the Oak

Openings Region, most township residents utilize shallow point wells that draw
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groundwater from a perched water table at a depth of about twenty feet. This is the same
source of water that sustains most of the township’s wetlands. At such shallow depths this
groundwater is potentially subjected to contamination from a variety of sources such as
parking lot runoff and improperly operating septic systems. Wetlands store runoff and
rainfall permitting it to slowly seep into the ground, recharging and cleansing the
groundwater as it filters through the soil. When wetlands are filled or drained, the
groundwater is not as effectively recharged or cleansed, but is generally encouraged to
rapidly flow off site and out of the township. The effect of filling or draining one wetland
area is difficult to perceive. It is the compounding effect of modifying many wetland areas
that has long term negative impacts on the groundwater and the wetland itself.

The importance of these areas for groundwater recharge becomes evident when potential
conflicts between development and private residential drinking water are considered.
Increased sub-surface drainage from ditch cleaning and deepening projects, pumping for
pond and sand excavation, increased residential and commercial development and
subsequent impacts from sub-surface sump pumps, and lawn irrigation can lower ground
water levels and affect water quality. The various consequences of urbanization can result
in the failure of otherwise adequate point wells. These wetland areas should be buffered
from urbanization and maintained as natural areas to protect them from further
fragmentation in an effort to keep them functioning as high guality wetlands to protect local
and regional water quality and quantity.
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SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAN ) USE PLAN
CHAPTER 5: IMPACT OF TOLEDO EXPRESS AIRPORT ON
SPENCER TOWNSHIP

The Toledo Express Airport Environs Plan Summary Report was released by the Toledo-
Lucas County Port Authority in January of 1998. The purpose of the Airport Vicinity Area
Plan Section of the report was to address the issue of long-term land use compatibility
between Toledo Express Airport and adjacent communities. It recommends that the
townships and other local governmental agencies within the defined Airport Environs Study
Area "Adjust, as necessary, their respective comprehensive plans to be compatible with
future airport development and expansion.”

It further recommends the future rezoning of Spencer Township land bounded by Shaffer
road on the south, Route 295-west, Old State Line-north and Westwinds Industrial Park on
the east, from residential and agricuttural to industrial. The Spencer Township Long Term
Land Use Committee does not endorse the recommendation to rezone this land. In the
decision-making process, the committee utilized a November 1997 survey of directly
impacted residents in the affected area, the position of the Nature Conservancy which
maintains a nature preserve in the affected area, official correspondence of Township
Trustees strongly opposing any rezoning to industrial use of the above land for purposes of
airport economic expansion, and responses to the September 1998 survey sent by the
Long Term Land Use Committee to all Township residents.

The responses to the Long Term Land Use Committee's survey were very instructive.
They revealed a strong preference for the development of Spencer township as a
community of lower density large lots (1-5 acres) and for the preservation of unique natural
areas and agricultural land and uses. Additionally, 80% of respondents were opposed to
more commercial businesses being brought into the Township let alone any industrial
expansion.

Also relevant to the planning process was the Toledo Express Airport Part 150 study
update (April 1998), which addresses future airport-related noise exposure. The committee
is pleased to note a minimal impact on Spencer Township land from future two-hub
combined aircraft noise exposure patterns (see map pg. 18). This map shows a minor
overlap of the smailest noise contour (60 DNL) at the southeast comer of the Township.

Finally, apart from any rezoning issues, Spencer Township desires to maintain a good
neighbor-constructive relationship with our airport neighbors to the south and stands ready
to work with the airport on future issues such as airport access and north-south runway
expansion. One example of such an access item would be the future realignment of
Wilkins road and redesignated section of State Route 295 (see table on pg. 19).
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Tahle 2

AIRPORT ACCESS IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIZATION PLAN
Toledo Express Airport

Order-of-magnitude cost
estimate (a)

Title . Description

Priority 1 improve sections of Airport Highway (SR 2). i-475 to Wilkins Road $20,000,000 (b)
‘ Upgrade U.S. Highway A20 and redesign existing | 1-475 to Weckerly Road $60,000,000

interchange between |-475 and Salisbury Road

to include U.S. Highway A20.

Realign and redesignate U.S. Highway A20. Weckerly Road to Wilkins Road (5) $6,000,000

Exiend Bnrarfield Boulevard. U.S. Highway A20 to Monclova Road $5,000,000
Priority 2 | Realign Wilkins Road and redesignate a section | Monclova Road to Old Stateline Road (d) $7,000,000

: of SR 295.
Construct an interchange on 1-475, At either Bancioft Street, Dorr Streel, Nebraska $9,000,000
Avenue, or Hill Avenue

Widen Monclova Road. Eber Road to Wilkins Road $3,000,000
Priority 3 | Construct an interchange between Wilkins Road | -- $8,000,000

and the Ohio Turnpike.

Upgrade SR 295 (Berkey-Southern Road). U.S. Highway 24 to Airport Highway $10,000,000

(a) Cost estimates based on information contained in the 2025 Regional Transporiation Pian updated to reflect new information, and order-
of-magnitude cost estimates prepared by Ulrich-Chdang & Associates, Toledo, Ohio. Cost estimates are in 1997 dollars and do not inciude

right-of-way acquisition, design, or engineering costs.

(t)  Based on cos! estimates prepared by TMACOG for Project H6 of the 2025 Regional Transportation Plan. Airport Highway would be
widened between [-475 and Holloway Road. Access improvements involving signal upgrade, median openings, and turning restrictions

would be implemented between Holloway Road and Wilkins Road.

{c) U.S. Highway A20 would be realigned between Maumee-Western Road (al Weckerly Road) and Monclova Road (at Eber Road).
(d  Wilkins Road would be extended south of Airport Highway to meet with the eastemn section of the roadway near the Sager Road intersection.

Source: Leigh Fisher Associates, 1997

TOL11052

19



SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 6: WATER AND SEWER SERVICES

The availability of public water lines and sanitary sewer service is a driving force to land
development in the outlying reaches of Lucas County. Their existing locations and the
future construction/assessment policies of the Lucas County Board of Commissioners and
Sanitary Engineer cause a dramatic influence on how land in Spencer Township will be
developed. At the present time, water lines are located along the northem portion of
Crissey Road, Angola Road (to service the Oak Terrace Development) and along Eber
Road (to service the Westwinds Industrial Center). Future expansion of water lines has
been and will be based directly on the desire of the impacted residents. Sanitary sewer
lines on the other hand are virtually non-existent with the exception of a forced main system
along Angola Road and Eber Road to service both the Oak Terrace Development and
Westwinds Industrial Center (See maps on pgs. 21 & 22). Future gravity sewer line
extensions to connect to the County's interceptor along McCord Road in Springfield
Township are not feasible now or in the next decade due to the incredible expense and
minimal benefit to the community.

Given the lack of physical infrastructure in Spencer Township coupled with high water
tables in most areas, suburban development densities with dwellings on lots of less than
2'%4 acres are not encouraged. The Lucas County Health Department has raised concems
about shallow point wells being utilized in Spencer Township as well as the significant
health-related probiems associated with septic systems in Spencer Township being located
on less than 2% acre size parcels.

The Lucas County Sanitary Engineer has stated that his office, along with the Lucas
County Board of Commissioners have no long range plans to extend sanitary sewer or
water lines into Spencer Township unless mandated to do so by the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency. Based on these comments along with the Lucas County Land Use
Policy Plan which discourages development without sewer and water service, residential
subdivisions should not be located in Spencer Township now or in the near future.

20



Cgeer

o /[]
d/ oy
/’ﬁ\q
3

5" FORCE MAW. 5- 326

o

/

0Q3a10L

SS38dX3

HEHIT

Dgggnfelder In. ., |

! |
| i
& I
[ l |
l HARDING TOWNSHIP ! -
IL_sCuwAMBERSER ]} =
FRapE Ao SPENCER z TOWNSHIP .
™ 5-ar8 \ 3
x 3
COMMERTE RO % El_l %
E g ﬁ
g bt
g - EBER ROAD ] %
N T S 4504 B
e
2 _
“E 5"* RWH ¢"Fu. 3:456-A AOAD - __
"5
| el
;
1|
g ) BEMIE  LARE E 3
HWEIL HE, ROAD
T T Aot -
o 1
i I : !
7 1 y
1] “LI&O.EJ SPENCER / EAISSEY ,I Jm ﬂm To
’ St T2UsSk i Frps FOREST { E
22 [ mEmel
P —— lipcr, % ‘ c T z

- rna

EEv

sepy jomas diysumo] Jaosuadsg



_ Dorr Street i
— e
o
=
o
x
. :
: 2
It
_ il Frankfort Road . T99 lrmavenr . 77
] - UEEIE :
- . N ”
# m HILL . AE,
a |l o
I
g “ 5 : ,4_
(L Angola Road || T unss

£
L a* L 902

-

'RWIH

HARDING
SPENCER
9p0-3%-12
;
B
ME)
SPENGER __ _//

—— T —

®
e
P
3 f
3 : ‘
L 1
— _| = < :
I.’-..HI—] oD STATERLINE Ry . w LI
ST S .
2 o -
. «

MBUSTRIAL ROAD

AD
RO.

WL 104 4
LUCAE COMTT

INGUSTRIAL, P

COMMEALCE

TRADE

GEISER




SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 7: TRANSPORTATION

Transportation systems are a key element in attracting and/or discouraging development of
commerce and industry. Spencer Township is within minutes of the Toledo Express Airport
which has been growing in its air cargo business and is readily accessible to the US 80/90
Ohio Tumpike and the Chicago to New York Conrail line. The Westwinds tndustrial Center
at the southerly edge of the Township along Eber Road is in close proximity to all three of
these transportation modes.

For the most part however, Spencer Township's tfransportation system consists of a total of
36 miles of Township, County and State roadways. The grd roadways are essentially
extensions from adjacent townships and do not function to serve any major centers. The
maijority of the roads are classified on the Street and Highway Plan as being major collector
streets having a future right-of-way width of S0 feet. There has been no new roadway
construction in Spencer Township for several decades but with State, County and
Township funds there is an on-going maintenance and repair program.

Spencer Township is one of the few Townships in Lucas County that is provided with public
transportation by being serviced with TARTA, the area’s public transportation authority.
The TARTA line has a loop route in the Township and connects to major employment and
retail centers in Sylvania and Toledo. The TARTA Route as of January 1999 is illustrated
on the Transportation Roadway map (pg. 24) along with the average daily trips for the
major roadways within the Township.
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SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 8: CURRENT LAND USE AND ZONING

Spencer Township's land use analysis must recognize the existence of current uses and
development, and the physical features which affect how land is used and developed. For
example, the land may be ideal for farming or parkiand, but if housing or non-residential
uses are already there, the ideal uses may no longer be practical. The purpose of a land
use inventory and analysis is to bridge this gap and show how good land use policy can
help to support the existing and proposed land uses.

An inventory of land use was compieted in November, 1998. It is displayed on the map on
page 26. Zoning is used to classify uses and separate them by zoned districts. Current
zoning is displayed on the map on page 27. It generally reflects actual land use, except
where uses existed prior to adoption of zoning or where zoning was not enforced. The fand
use inventory attests to the accuracy of current zoning and serves as information for
making future land use decisions.

CURRENT LAND USE

The survey was by tax parcel and physically checked for accuracy and classification. Data
was categorized and classified as follows:

Residential - Frontage development (single family
dweliings)

Commercial - All commercial uses

Industrial - All industrial uses

Institutional - Schools, churches, cemeteries, govemment
buildings

Protected Open Space - Public and quasi-public (conservation

organizations, public recreation, etc.)

Undeveloped Land - Private (wooded, semi-wooded and open
space areas, private recreation, vacant
lands)

Agricultural - General agricultural and farming crops
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LAND USE DISTRIBUTION

Spencer Township covers an area of approximately 7,616 acres. The following table
lists the acreage and percentage distribution of existing land uses.

SPENGER TOWNSHIP - LAND USE DISTRIBUTION BY ACRES

Type of Use Land Area Acres Percentage
Residential 2,445 32.1
Commercial 101 1.3
Industrial 142 1.9
Protected Open Space 591 7.8
Undeveloped Non-Agricultural Land 1,301 17.1
Agricuitural 2,986 39.2
Institutional 50 0.6
TOTALS 7,616 100%

Residential - Existing residential land occupies approximately 2,445 acres or 32.1% of the
total land area within Spencer Township. As of 1990, there were 530 year-round housing
units within the Township. Residential single family development is located throughout the
Township predominantly on large acreage parcels, however, the Qak Termrace Housing
Development located on the northwest cormer of Irwin and Angola Roads contains 8 multi-
family apartment buildings. According to Lucas County Building Regulations Department,
permits for 28 single-family dwellings and 14 additions have been issued since May, 1996.

Commercial - Approximately 101 acres or 1.3% of Spencer Township is developed with
commercial uses. Small businesses are located pnmary along major roads throughout the
Township.

industrial - 142 acres or approximately 1.9% of Spencer Township is occupied by industrial
uses. Private industry, which occupies the largest land area is located in the Westwinds
Industrial Center located in the southeast portion of the Township. Several auto salvage
yards and a trucking company are located in the easternmost part of the Township along
Crissey Road, Meilke Road and Dorr Street.

Protected Open Space - Includes protected natural areas, most of which is owned by the
Nature Conservancy. Two nature preserves are located within Spencer Township. The
Irwin Praine is owned by the State of Chio and is located in the northeast section of the
Township. The Kitty Todd Nature Preserve is owned by the Nature Conservancy and is
located north of the Westwinds Industrial Center. When combined, the protected open
space category includes over 590 acres of undisturbed land. The land covered by this
category is protected from developmental activity.

Undeveloped Non-Agricultural Land - This category includes privately owned, undeveioped
or vacant land and has the potential for future development. The land included is either
wooded, semi-wooded or open space and includes two private recreation clubs: The
Toledo Muzzle-Loaders Club located on Schwamberger Road and the Centurions
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Motorcycle Club iocated on Whitehouse-Spencer Road. Together with the Protected Open
Space, the Undeveloped Non-Agricultural Land in the Township makes up the third largest
land use category with a combined 1,892 acres of land or 24.9%.

Agriculture - Agricultural land uses represent the single largest land use in the Township at
39.2% or nearly 3,000 acres. Agricultural lands are [ocated mainly in the northwestern
sections of the Township and include large farming operations such as Bettinger Farms
and Brick's Farm.

Institutional - institutional iand uses account for 50 acres or six-tenths of one per cent.
These uses ars comprised mainly of churches and the vacant Spencer Sharples High
School building. Additional 1and inciuded is owned by the Township.

LAND USE SUMMARY

Agricultural land is the dominant land use in Spencer Township. Nearly 40% of land within
the Township is used for farming including numerous small farms and larger commercial
farming operations. Many of the smaller farms have been passed down through
generations of families thereby sustaining a long-time resident status among many Spencer
Township inhabitants. Residential development is the second largest iand use at just over
32% and Undeveloped Non-Agricultural Land encompass 17.1 % of total land use.
Agricultural, Residential and undeveloped acreage combine to make up nearly 89% of total
land uses in Spencer Township.

Commercial and Industrial development are located primarily in the WestWinds Industrial
Center in the southeastern portion of the Township with additional commercial and
industrial uses located near or at major intersections. These land uses make up only 3% of
total land use. At this time, 66% of the total acreage in the WestWinds Industrial Center
remains available for development.

The actual use of land often reflects its natural and physical use capabilities and limitations.
For instance, most of the Township has remained undeveloped or has been utilized for
farmiand and/or residential use. The sandy soils are seasonally wet and in confrast, drain
quickly and become arid along sand ridges. The Township has remained rural and
undeveloped, with few public water and sewer services, Where roads and services were
available, development occurred. The land use inventory refiects this and should serve as
valuable information in helping to shape future land use.

ZONING

The actual zoning of the Township is divided into three main districts. "A" Agricultural
zoning comprises the northwestern portion of the Township and "R-A" Rural Residential
makes up the majority of the eastern half. These classifications accommodate agricuttural
and residential uses on parcels of one acre or greater in area. Such parcels are not
generally served with public water or sewers. The Oak Terrace development is zoned "R-
B" Suburban Residential and includes parcels less than one acre in area. Public water and
sewer are provided exclusively in this development. Additional intense, high-density
residential development is discouraged. The Westwinds Industrial Park located in the
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southeastern sections is zoned "M-1" General Industrial and aiso provides water and sewer
services. A few "C" Neighborhood Commercial and "C-1" General Commercial zoned
parcels are located in the eastemn portion of the Township along Bancroft Road, Dorr
Street, Frankfort and Angola Roads. The Township Zoning Resolution provides for, but the
Township does not contain other zoning districts such as "S-1" Open Space, "R-1", "R-2",
"R-3", "R4" and "R-5" Multiple Family Residential, "M-2" Restricted Industrial and "M-3"
Heavy Industrial,

Since 1963, zoning has served as a land use plan for the Township but should be
recognized for what it really is, more of a land use tool being part of a plan. 1t serves a
limited function in land use regulation, providing a means of how land is used by separating
those uses and dstermining the location and placement of buildings and structures on a -
parcel. Zoning can aid in the implementation, along with other land use regulations, to
achieve what is desired in the plan and to obtain quality development.
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SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 9: PROPOSED FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

The proposed Land Use Plan as shown on page 34 represents a composite of the
elements presented in the preceding sections, and takes into account the realities of
current development trends and the goals and policies of Spencer Township.

The plan represents what is felt to be the best future use of land based upon today's
knowledge and trends. The plan is by no means rigid or unchangeable. it should be
reassessed periodically and adjusted to meet new trends and allow flexibility in situations
where an altemative use may be as desirable as the one initially proposed.

The plan as presented is intended {o show generalized future land use and is not intended
to indicate specific parcels or exact dimensions. The Land Use Plan reflects future land
use recommendations and does not necessarily imply short range zoning proposals. The
Land Use Plan should be consulted, however, when a change in zoning is requested.

Because the map represents general policies, it is not an absolute plan for future growth
within the Township. Most lines on the map are not shown as definite boundaries, but as
suggested general areas for a specific character of development. [t is the daily
implementation of the deveiopment process by the Township Officials and the County
Planning Commission staff that formulates the detail and character of the land use plan as
it is made a reality in the future.

AGRICULTURAL

Lucas County has some of the most productive farm lands in the State of Ohio, but
agricultural acreage is on the decline. These losses are due mainly to incremental
conversion of agricultural areas along rural roadways to residential use.

The preservation of pnme agricultural land remains an important component of the
proposed plan. Agricultural and rural residential uses are compatible where they are
identified in the northwest portion of the Township covering those parcels west of Raab
Road to the Fulton County line. What remains in large tracts should continue as
Agricultural uses based on the specific soil types that are conducive for farming.

In an attempt to maintain this pnime farmland in long term agricultural production, several
policies and strategies should be considered. These policies include large lot zoning and
density restrictions to effectively discourage smaller ot residential development along the
frontages of existing roads, a limitation on water and sewer extensions into this agricultural
district, the discouragement of zoning changes within this district that would not be
compatible with long term agricultural preservation, and investigating state and federal
farmland preservation programs.
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RESIDENTIAL

While a majority of Spencer Township is presently zoned to permit single family
development, there are only certain areas where residential development is encouraged.
Without sanitary sewers and public water lines being available, typical subdivision
development is discouraged and only single family development on parcels with a minimum
size of 1 to 5 acres should be permitted; or Planned Unit Developments may be considered
with a density of no greater than one dwelling for every three acres. This type of residential
development is mostly directed away from the prime agricuitural areas to the northwest and
directed away from the environmentally sensitive natural areas in the southwest to
northeast Oak Openings corridor area.

It is not realistic to assume that the existing inventory of undeveloped parcels in the
Township will remain as is. With the ongoing efforts of the Township Officials to enforce
zoning and nuisance probiems, the overall quality and appearance of properties is
improving making undeveloped parcels more atiractive for development. Attention to
natural features should be considered if residential development is to occur in or nearby the
areas designated for natural conservation so as not to disturb the environmental features.

INDUSTRIAL

Based on the availability of water and sanitary sewer lines and proximity to the Toledo
Express Airport, Conrail and the Ohio Turnpike {US 80/90), future industrial expansion is
targeted for the Westwinds Industrial Center situated west of Eber Road and north of
Airport Highway. This area of the Township already accommodates the majority of the
Township's industrial uses and has sufficient acreage available for future industrial
development. Atftention to natural features should be factored in if industrial development is
to occur near the areas designated for natural conservation so as not to disturb the
environmental features. With the marketing efforts being put forth by the County
Commissioner's Office, the Westwinds Center will continue to provide industrial growth
opportunities in the future.

COMMERCIAL

Due to a limited demand for commercial services in Spencer Township as well as a
sufficient amount of retail services in neighboring communities, land designated for future
commercial development is somewhat restricted. Primary areas for smaller community-
oriented services are targeted at main roadway intersections which include Crissey and
Angola Roads, irwin and Angola Roads, Frankfort and Schwamberger Roads, and along
the south side of Bancroft Street near Crissey Road.

NoEN SPACE / CONSERVAT'™ AREAS

As indicated on the Future Land Use Map, much of the Township is planned to remain in a
low-density and natural condition. As mentioned in previous chapters of this plan, Spencer
Township has many significant land forms and native vegetation that should be maintained
and preserved. Township Officials, with the assistance from other agencies such as the
Nature Conservancy and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, are encouraged to
pursue funds to preserve significant properties for future conservation.
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In those instances where residential development pressure occurs within this area, design
standards should be created that allow a harmonious coexistence between the land and
the structure. Large lot zoning reguirements should be implemented to ensure for low
density uses.

CONCLUSION

Spencer Township is characterized by a number of unique features which offer both varied
and interesting possibilities when considering long term development plans. This attractive
environment will likely create continued pressures for conservation and residential growth
in the near future,

If allowed in a random manner, this growth will have potentially serious implications for
future Township residents. With adequate guidance and control, however, the impact of
this growth can be positive. The primary purpose of this Land Use Plan is to identify those
areas of the Township that can best accommodate future growth with a minimum of
problems. A second objective of the plan is to preserve those unique features and
characteristics that could be destroyed if subject to intense development pressures.

By identifying both future growth areas and preservation districts, this plan can serve as

framework and a tool for Township policy makers when important decisions regarding
future land uses within the Township are made.
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SPENCER TOWNSHIP FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
CHAPTER 10: PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Plan implementation begins by looking to the goals and objectives in Chapter 2. To
accomplish established goals and objectives requires commitment in the form of land us
policies. These policies serve as courses of action to guide decisions using implementation
tools such as zoning and subdivision reguiations. It also serves as a guide for decision-
making and the provision of public services and transportation improvements.

LAND USE POLICIES

The foliowing Land Use and Development Policies are established for the orderly
development of land and the provision of public services in Spencer Township:

e Zoning and subdivision regulation should be in conformance with the Spencer

Township Land Use Plan and the updated Lucas County Policy Plan on Land Use
and Housing.

* Any future extension of public water and sewer should be concurrent with the
subdivision of land wherein a road or street is extended from an existing public
road.

e Utilize in site design and development review criteria compatible with the "Oak
Openings Landform”. "Oak Openings Landform" is defined as the composite of
the land and its plant and animal species native to the Oak Openings Region of
Northwest Ohio.

» Support the economic base of the township through land use, development and
capital investment, while preserving the natural features, agricultural land and
residential areas of the Township.

STRATEGIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Strategies and recommendations for land use and development are necessary to guide
decision making in the planning for public services and facilities and the implementation of
the plan through regulation. Land use, as determined in the proposed plan, can be
achieved by observing the goals and objectives and adhering to adopted land use policies.
However, policy implementation must be supported with standards for development and
consistent regulation. The placement and the sizing of public water and sewer,
transportation development, and the location of roadway interchanges play a maijor role in
determining whether development will occur, and the kind of development that will take
place. Zoning and subdivision regulation address site development, how a use may impact
and operate in relationship to surrounding land uses, and how public services and
transportation are provided.
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SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Public water and sewer will accommodate development in the Westwinds Industrial Center
and the Oak Terrace area. It is sized to meet the needs of the residential and light
industrial uses. Since this is a forced main sewer, taps will not be available.

Large lot rural residential development should be maintained throughout the Township by
limiting the distribution and sizing of public water and sewer services.

ZONING RECOMMENDATIONS

Review of site development plans and zoning changes requires careful consideration. To
achieve consistent development, each request and amendment should be carefully
considered, keeping in mind the fact that the burden of proof of the need for the change

rests with the applicant The following questions should be asked when considering district
changes:

1. Is there vacant land in the area already zoned to accommodate this use? if there is a
considerable amount of land zoned for the requested purpose, and if little of it is being
used, the need to rezone more land should be carefully analyzed. The fact that the cost
of the land already zoned may be more expensive does not mean that the Township
should rezoned more land.

2. What other effects might the adoption of a proposed change have on future land uses in
the area? What will be the long term effects of the proposed change?

3. How does the proposed change relate to existing public facilities and services such as
water, sewer, police and fire protection, and schools?

4. What is the present character of the area in terms of existing land use and physical
characteristics? Do the physical characteristics of the area cause problems for
development?

5. What are the factors that make this location well suited for the uses permitted in the
proposed zoning district?

6. Would all of the permitted uses in the proposed district be compatible with the existing
and potential future development in the area?

7. What effect would the rezoning have on property values?

8. Would the rezoning cause a considerable increase in the volume of traffic? Can
existing roads accommodate this traffic?

9. Should approval of a Special Use contain conditions to protect surrounding propetrties
from potential spillover?

10. Should approval of a Special Use contain a reversion clause if development or use does
not begin within a specified time?
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If it is determined that the proposed change is sound, next consider the size and shape of
the area to be rezoned and where the zoning boundaries should be located. when
considering the size of the area to be rezoned, the following questions should be asked:

1. Does the area proposed for rezoning reflect land needed for the proposed use or does it
merely reflect the applicant's property lines?

2. Is the size of the parcel adequate to meet building setback, parking and ioading and
open space requirements?

3. Is there a physical feature such as a ditch, railroad or ravine that can be used as a
natural dividing line to separate a new district from adjacent properties?

4. WIill future requests for additional rezonings be stimulated by the present requests? If
s0, where is the |ogical boundary?

Plan implementation can be achieved, if the goals and cbjectives are kept in mind when

making zoning decisions. However, zoning decisions must support and be supported with
the planning and provision of infrastructure and public services.
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COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

NOTE ; STATISTICS FOR EACH QUESTION ARE BASED ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
WHO ACTUALLY ANSWERED THE QUESTION. SOME QUESTIONS WERE NOT ANSWERED BY
ALL RESPONDENTS. (Total people responding as of November, 1998 = 280)

# OF YEARS IN # OF MILES TO # OF
AGES PEQPLE % TWP. PEQPLE _% WORK: PEQPLE _ %
1-19 8 3.1% lessthan 6 61 23.4% Less than 1 0 0.0%
20-30 14 5.4% 6-10 34 13.0% 1-5 18 6.5%
3140 53 20.4% 11-19 36 13.8% 6-10 32 11.6 %
41-50 79 30.4% 20-30 65 24.9% 11-15 46 16.7%
51-60 51 19.6% 31-40 19 7.3% 16~ 20 33 12.0%
61-70 30 11.5% 41-50 29 11.1% 21— 25 8 2.9 %
71-80 20 7.7% 51-60 9 3.4% more than 25 25 9.0%
81+up_ 5 1.9% 61-70 4 1.5% varies 11 4.0%
TOTAL 260 100.0% 71-80 2 0.8% no work/retired or
81+ up 2 0.8% work @ home 103 37.3%
TOTAL 261 100.0% TOTAL 276 100.0%
%
Males 134 504% Surveys sent 503
Females 132 _49.6% received 150
266 100.0% 29.8%

Question #3: Do you feel that there are adequate places nearby to shop for household goods?
YES 244 87.1%
NO 36 12.9%

280 100.0%

Question #4: How do you feel the quality of life in Spencer has changed in the last 10 years?
Improved substantally 49 19.5%

Improved slightly 91 36.3%
Same 77 30.7%
Declined slightly 28 11.2%

Declined substantially 6 2.4%
251 100.0%

Question #5: Would you like to see Spencer develop as a community of medium to high
density residential subdivisions if water & sewer services are made available? (i.e. Stone Qak)
YES 49 18.2%

NO 220 _81.8%
269  100.0%
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COMMUNITY SURVEY R™SULTS (continued)

Question #6: Would you like to see Spencer as a community of lower density large lots (1-5
acres) residential development with on-lot septic systems?
YES 187 72.2%
NO 72 27 .8%
259 100.0%

Question #7: Would you like to see Spencer as a community of a combination of high density
and low density residential development with either water and sewer or on-lot septic?
YES 96 38.9%
NO 151 61.1%
247 100.0%

Question #8: Should the Township consider additional parkland that could provide passive
recreation such as fishing, walking paths and hiking trails?
YES 139 . 51.7%
NO 130 48.3%
269  100.0%

Question #9: Should the Township consider additional parkland that could provide active
recreation such as baseball, soccer and playgrounds?
YES 103 42.0%
NO 142 58.0%
245 100.0%

Suggested public activities:
36 Hiking / walking / rollerblade / bike & horse trails
42 Baseball / softball / soccer / basketball / tennis / volleyball
18  playgrounds
15 fishing
11  swimming pool / pond / paddleboats / ice skating
6  picnic area / festivals
Other suggestions included: birdwatching area, old fashioned sand lot, putt-putt
and a hall for bingo, rummage sales and crafts. A few felt that Secor Park was

sufficient

Question #10: How important is it to you that the unique natura! areas are preserved?
Very 185 69.0%
Somewhat 48 17.9%
Don't know 20 7.5%
Not very 13 4.9%
Not at all 2 0.7%

268 100.0%
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COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS (continued)

Question #11: Would you encourage the preservation of Agricultural land and uses in the
Township?
YES 146 90.7%
NO _ 15 9.3%
161 100.0%
Question #12: Would you like to see more commercial business brought into the
Township?
YES 52 20.1%
NO 207 79.9%
259 100.0%

Those who answered yes suggested the following commerdial activities: retail / department
store, gas station, grocery store, carryout / convenience store, laundrymat, restaurant, meat
market, beauty/barber shop, drug store, Doctor’s office, fast food, bowling alley, video store
and warehousing.*One person responded with the following: "Go out and market this area.
See who is willing to locate here - without big tax abatements

Question #13: Would you like to see industrial expansion continued in the Westwinds
Ind. Center?
YES 127 56.2%
NO __99 43.8%
226 100.0%
Question #14: Have you ever attended a Spencer Township public meeting (Trustees, Z
C. or BZA?)
YES 99 37.1%
NO 168 62.9%
267 100.0%
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EHISTORY OF TOLEDU AND LUCAS COUNTY.

and William Froat, Thomaa Clark, Samusl A,
Sargont, Jounthan H. Jerome, Israol Rock-
woort, IL. A. Forsylh nnd othere chieflly of
Muwmeo. Before the *Teldo Wrr" {1835)
there wore Ewl"lnpﬂ a dorzen familes in the
Towuship. “The firat acluzl gsottlers woro
Abeabam Johnaon, onnctt Warron, Benj in
Frirchild, John All, Anvon II. Cole, Bamuel
Colownun, Gidoan ige, Willinm "Caylor and
Charlos Conrson—nll now doconsod, oxespl, it
muy bo, the Inel namod, who roinoved to Lowa.
Willium Brown, in 1834, wan tho firat sottlor
on the guarter Section South of the presont
Citholic Ghu Samuol Coloman settlod on
tho Northwest quarter ot Scction oight, 'own
Pivo, Knst of Uenge Five Mast, in 1830, Il
Munson sotlled on the Novtiiwest %:’mrl.or of
Section Six, Town Five Enet, of Rungo Five Bast,
in 1£°F,
hom._.3ad. DBonjamin Fairchild {wife nnd
two littlo boys) settled on tho Boutbwest qunr-
tor of the samo Bection, in 183* Hero the
boys, tho oldest of whomwas only —7e yesre at
the date of setflement, grow up lo manbood.
Thd younger, Jetferson, resided on the home-
alend until quite recently. Alonro Fairchild
now owna tho farm adjoining on the Enst, to
which he removod in 1849, It was enterod in
1835 by Patrick Parke.

Some idee of the herdehips of the pioneers
in settiing the country, mar be gnined from
such reminiacences os the following, Saye ono
ol the pioncora:

When we cane here, it was all woods. Thera
were more Indians than white people. We could
nec an Indian every day, or a squad of them with
their squawa nnd pappoocses, but a white wan or
-white waman wea & rarc sight. Qur nearest neigh-
Yiore lived [rom three Lo fout milesofi,and there were
no ronds, only trodls through the wooda. Maumee
wae Llie néarest polnt where we could get needod
supplies; and ug there were no rords, even * chop-

od oul.”” wa had to “ back ** suppliea 1o gur cabins.
T'he old route Lo Mautoes wea very crouked—the trail
innrked out by blazed trees. It bent away round
the prairie—firel to the Boulh and then to the Nosth
-—making the distance iwice what it is now. Afler
roads were cut out, we hauled ocur s:rpllea and went
Lo mill, wostly witli oxen and on aledn &t all seasone,
for Lthere were few wagons at fitst in the settlement.
My father paid $14.00 for o barrel of flourat Maumee ;
nnd that wee not Lhe hardest of L. A nelﬁhbar who
wis coming past otz house withoul mach load, and
courld juel rs easily bring the barrel of fiour m not,
charged bim $1.00 for fefching it out,

Inanawer to soma guestious ahout {he eatly

mille, Lho snme man said:

The lirgt mill [ remenbier going te fo get oorn
grovnd, wne & concern run by oxen.  They walked
round, hitchied to & pole or ahaft, It wesgoilen up
by n man by the name of Berry, near wiat is now
Al in Fulton County. It was notainuch of a mill—a
o1t of coaree corn-ceacker, like. Sowctimes we
wenl (o Dlissfictd, Michigan, to mill, and sllerwards
Lo Walervitie.  Afler the mill wae built at tho latter
pnce, il was 1he heat and the nerrest, but il often
{ook (rem one lo three daysto get & grist, e acttlora
vouting from wll wround sod wailing their turm. |

Lievi Munaon now lives on the old -

hinve slept Lbere all night on the begs, and st one
time two nighls, waillng for my grist The usual
nmode of going Lo mill wae with oxen, when one was
well enough off lo bave such; bul moat of Lthe aet-
Mere were poor and hed to ‘mt up with great hard-
aldps. Sotzclimes men would go ot and work at
somic odd job for & bushel or two of corn ; take it on
Llicir acks to mill; wait lor it to be ground; and
retury with Uie proceeds Lo their lonely eabing and
anxipualy-waiting familiea, ofien at nfght through
the dark fereata. Monoy wna very ecarce, prices
high and tnoat- of Lo seitlers poor. The Innd was
wot, and ehills and fover prevalied, The country is
now ditclied and made benliby compared with wi,utl.
it waa. Mot of tho pickears,” however, were linrdy -
and strong men, end cotld sland almost anytbing,

EARLY I.A’I'D TURCIIARES,

Following ia & list of tho enrlier purchascs
of lenda in Spencei, s sliown by the County
rocorda: !

RAHGE FIVE, YOWK HRINE

?mon g;. Ptxﬁvld )?lfqte' 18:45, BO ncres.

on 31, Jghv McNees, 1835, 102.84 nores,
Section 31, Andrew Pal -, 1635, 101.62 acres.
Section 31, Isax Ritter, ..35, J81.62 acres
Gection 21, KliMunson, 1834, 160 acres.
Beclion 31, Gidon Rice, 1834, 102.64 acres,
Bectlon 31, Olkriea Butler, 1838, 61.21.
Bection 32, Atron, H. Cole, 1833, 550 acres.
Beetion 33, Diniel D. Divine, 1435, B0 eres.
Bection 33, Theron Hamilton, 1834, 40 scres.
Bection 83, fiaphen Langenderfer, ism, B0 acrea,
Bection 33, Charles Dsgood, 1836, BO acres.
880;!;11 3:215‘.1{ Hubbard and D. E. ailller, 1835,
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Seclion 3, Yoseph Harpell, 1834, 40 acres.
Section 34 Andrew Bmith, 1834, 240 acrey.
Section 3, Catharine Thomnae, 1834, 40 acres.
Sectlon ﬁ, Horace Weite, 1834, 40 acres.
Section #, Martha Waite, 1834, 80 acres.
Seclionlgg, Beba Murpby, 1836, B0 acres.
Beclior 35, ﬂunu Cane, 1635, 80 ncrea.
Sectioy 35, Malthew Byrnes, 1834, 40 ngres.

- Bectiol 85, Devid Hendrickson, 1834, 40 acres. .
Sectign 35, Hieam Bmith, 1834, 40 acres.
Bectim 35, Iioawell Clioney, 1830, 240 ncres,
Becetiin 356, Roawell W. Chen;!‘. 1838, 40 ncrea. -
Bectbn 36, Williztn Berry, 1834, 84.25 acres.

! RABGE WINE, TOWK EIQHT,

Scclon 81, William Beals, 1834, 262.76 acres.
Sedion 31, John Farner, 1834, 151.40 ecrea.
Sedion 81, John Knapper, lB.’M, 180 acres.

lion 32, Richard &gins. 1834, 65.80 acree.
Sedion 32, Traad Rockwood, 1834, 08.60 acres.
Sedion 32, Wm. Houser, 1833, 160 acres.
Seclion 33, Bennell Warren, 1833, 05.28 acres.
Beclion 33, Clark Wright, 1833, B0 acres.
Seclion 33, John Brown, 1838, 73.76.
Beclion 33, Charles C. Roby, 1830, 73.70 acrea. ‘
Seclion 34, Heary Sraith, 1835, 80 acres.
Section 84, Charlen Smilh, 1835, 40 acres,
Hection 34, Theophllua Bliort, 1837, 160 ncres,
Bectisn 3, Thowmea Clark, 1848, 40 acran,
Seetion ¥4, Bamuel U, Fosler,
Section 35, Bamuel A. Bargent, 1837, 6G.40 acren.
Bection 35, Dingbam D. Abbott, 1836200 ncres.

Scuoors,—The firet School-house in the
Township was built of loga in tho winter of
183G-37, an thelnnd of Bli Munson. Thero was
then no School Diatrict organized in theTown-
ship; bul tho faw sottlers got Logether, cul the
loga, split out Lthe # purncheon *' for the floor anil
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rool, lnid up the walls, aud put en tho roof,
aceuring it with polos fnid neroes, ne neita wore
not in weo in the eottlomont. A fow prnos of
glnes euflficed for n window, and tho door,
mado ol eplit puncheons, was pinned Logothor
and bung on woodon linges. The firet School
Tencher in the Township wae Cheator Hollo-
way,

imong the oldi reaidents of the Townahip
ot this writing{18bs) are: Adam Brown, Levi
Munson, Jacob Murbach, Alonzo Fairehild,
David Deonis, George Dill, Andrew Myers,
Willism Keough and David  iesy. Joseph
Dennia, John Farner, Bzra C. Tunison, Henry
Reinliact, Wilfiam Taylor and Ktisha, Bird

Liavo pneeed nway within two or threa yours,

ORQANITZATION OF THE TOWNBUIP.

Purguant to notice given by the Commie-
sionera of Lucas Oounty, the electors of Bpen-
car Township mot at the honse of Abrmbam
Johuson in aaid Township, April-T, 1846, for the
porpose of choesing Township officors. John
All, -Abrabem Johnson and Darius Wyatt,
were chosen Judges of slection, and Benjamin
Fairchild and Asron H. Cole, Clerka. Afler
balloting, it was found that Aavon EL Cols wae
olected Township Clerk; Eli Munson, S8amuel
Coleman and William Brown, Township Trus-

. toos; Thoron Hemilton, Townehip Treasurer;

Darius Wyatt, Aesessor; John All and Asron
Whilacrs, ‘Overssers of the Poor; William
Taylor and Charlea Coereon, Constables; David
Ciute, Benjamin Fuirchild and Witliam Nor-
rie, Supi  wors of Highways. Benjamin Falr-
child, & Justice of the Peace, administerad the
oath of ofice o the Towouinip Clerk, and he
to the other Township officers, compleling the
qudlificstion of alt elected, on Auguet 16, %B{G

On April 14, 1846, Darius Wyatl, Assessor,

" pregented his bond in tho sum of $500, aud

sursties, Theron Hamilton aud Charlea Goar-
son, for the faithfal discharge of the duties of
his office, which wae moﬁhd by the Trustees.
Thie Treasurer's bond in the sum of $800, with
guraties, Dariue Wyatt and Charles Coarson,
waa received and approved, Willinm Taylor
and Cherles Coavson, Constables, prosenloed
their bonds and eureties.

April 14, 1845, four Behoot Districle were cs-
tahlished in the Township.

Following is & military roll for tho Wown-
ehip as veturned by Darius Wyati, Asscasor,
April 15, 18456 =

Johu Bhull, Fevi Cbaf»in ‘TFheron Hamilton, Ben-
amin Reinbarl, Shubal h{unaon. Chaclea Young,

vi Munson, Clares Coarson, Willintu “faylor,
Samuel Colemun, Willinm Norrla, Josephua W, Hufl-
tile, William Brown, Aaton Whilacre, Albert Clute,
David M. Johnson, Thomna Stevenson, Willinm
Johnson, Jolin Jolingon.

The following order concerning the election
ol Juatices of Lthe Peace appours on the Town-
ship recorda:
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Be it remembered, [©  ata lerm of the Court
of Cowmon Plens, begu., ~nd held in mnd for Ihe
¢ nty of Lucas and State of Ohin, on the Tith day
¢ Jovember, A. 13 1B4F ~n motion Lo said Conrt
hly Eli Munann, one of the  iatcea of Spencer Tvwn.
ship, by Young & Whnite, hia Allorneys; it wax
ordered, that two Justices of the Peate in nnd for
said Toprnahilp Le elected al the next annunl Bpring
election in enid Township.

In testimony whereof, [, F. L. Nichola, Clerk of
snid Conrl, have hereunto set my hand and seat nf
snid Court, the 27th day of Felbrumry, A. D.. 184G.

F. L. Niciors, Clerk.

Notice of election in accorduoce with Lhe
above order was given on March 16, 184G, and
on April 6th following William Brown and
Benjamin Fairchild wore elected Justicesof the
Peacs,

At the State election held Oolober 14, 184G,
26 votes were polled in the Township. At
the ‘Cownship election for Juetices of tha Peace
and othor oflicers, April 6, 1848, 21 votoa wero
polted. In_I861 the number of voles polind
waa 46; in 1852, 60 votes, and in 1853, 62 votos.

TOWNAEIT OFFICERS,

The following have besn thé principa! Town.
eliip cfficera nince 'the organization :

Clerba—Aaron H. Cole, 1845-49 ; Anron Whitncre,
1849 ; Erra C. Tunison, 1850-64 ; Danlel O, Tuninon.
1854 ; Samuel Divine, 1865 ; Danich €. Tunlson, 1660 ;
Robert Falrchild, 1857-56t; Exr O. Tuniwon, 1859-G1 ;
Robert Fairchild, 1861 ; S8amuel Divine, 1862:6; Jacob
Burbeck, 1865-7; illam Geyser, m(‘.?; Alexander
Orlasy, 1663-70; ...llimn H. Peroberlon, 1870-72;
Edgnr Morrll, 1872-380: D. B, Dill, 1880-83; Edgar
Mocrlll, 1883; Peter Brick, i884-86; Edward W. 1il-
gart, 1888-87.

Treasurers—Theroe Hamilton, 1845-50; Anron
Whitacre, 1850; Charles Coarson, 1851; Willimn
Teaylor, 1852-68; Alonzo Fairchild, 1808-70; Conrnd
Murbach, 1878-83; A. W. Munson, 1883.85; Frank
Keonfer, 1885-87.

rustees—Eli Munson, Bamusl leman, Willinm
Bivwnn, 1845; Abraham Johnson, vharles Coamon,
Eli Monson, 1846 ; John 8holl, EHl Munson, William
Horils, 1847; Wil  Browa, William Taylor, Mat-
thew M. Muson, ...J40; Jobn Farner, David M.
Johneon, Bamusl Colemsan, 1550; Martin Welters
Bhubal Muneon, Sanuel Coleman, i&'nl; Jumes Mor-
ris, David Clute, Willinm Brown, 1852; Smith .
Top ing, Jobn l?{lrner, Alexander Welp, 1553; Xzra
C. Tunison, Eli Muason, Albert Clute, 1854 ; Wil-
liarn Brown, Isanc Clemens, Atbert Clute, 1855 ; Wil-
Jiern Stair, Bamuel Colewan Geor% 'biit, 1850 ;
John Farner, Bamuel Divine, Elishe ird, 1857; E.
. Tunison, Joseph Dennig, Lucas Raab, 1858; Lucas
Rabb, Issec Clemens, Alonzo Falrchild, 1859; Lucas
Rabb, Alonzo Fairchlid, John Farner, 1860; John
Farner, David Deunis, Samuel Divine, 1851; Jolin
Farner, Alonze Fairchild, David Dennia, 1862;
Alanzo Fuirchild, David Deunis, Abraham Johnson,
Jdr., 1833-64; Alonzo, Fairchild, Joseply Deunia,
Abraham Johneon, 1865 Alonzo Fatrchild, Abraham
Jolinaon, Willinm Pemberlon, 1856; Willinn Pewn-
berlon, John W, brewn, Willard Barues, 1867-68;
Prosor Coon, Willia  ‘emberton, Johr \Y, Browa,
1868; Andrew [Klumo, Jo» E. Farner, James
larnes, 1870; Andrew Kluw  Janes Barnes, John
W. Browen, 187); Willism Taylor, Jeremial Carroll,
John W, Brown, 1872; John W. Brown, James Harnes,
Jeremish Carroll, 1873; William Taylor, Jawurs
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Barnes, Jeramiah Corroll, 1874; James Baroes,
Enoch Hultile, Andrew Klumm, 1878; Jamea Barries,
John E. Farner, Andrew Klumm, 1870; Stephen
Pitson, Andrew Klunim, John ﬁeganaid. 1877 ;
Jdeflerson Frirchild, Andrew Klomm, Hermon Far-
ner, 1878 Hearmon Farner, John Sullivan, James
Barnes, H  80: Harmon Farner, Jamce Brrnes,
Androw Kiuuun, 1881 ; Andrew Klumm, Edger Mor-
rifl, Edward Dilgart, 1882 ; Alonzo Fairchild, Lafay-
etie Nill, L. J. Berkeybile, 1883; Lafayette Dill.
1. J. Berkeybile, Jolin Sharples, 1384-85; Harmon

. Farner, Andrew Klunm, Alonzo Faircliuld, 1880;
Lafayette Dill (only one slecled), 1887,

Junticzr of the Peace—Benjamin Fairchild, 1845-48;
Willine  Birewn, WR4EGS; Thoron Heawmilten, 18505
Samnel Farnor, 1880-87; Lucng Raab, 1882-87. (The
nnmen between 1850 and 1330 wera 1ot accessillerta
tha wrlter.)

Scncors.~On April 18, 1853, tho Board of
Edueation divided tho Towpnship into three
Sub-Districts, ‘a8 follows: No. I —Composed
of Soctiona 31, 32 and 6 and 6. No. 2-—Com-
posed - of Sections 33, 34, 30, 36, and 1,2, 3
and 7. No, 3—Composed of Beolions 7, 8, B,
10. 11, 12 and 31, 32, 33, 84 and 86,

080 bave bean changad in their boundarios
from time to time, so that at preseni thers are
five Districiain tho Township. All oxcopt one
hnve substantial brick 8cbeol-houees.

Ou April 17, 1864, the Board essossed the
aum ol $260 for'the purpose of purchasing a
site and building s Sohool-houss in Districl
No. 3. On settlement with the Treasurer,

" thoro was romaining in the troasury e halauce
of $279.82, apporticned to the Districts ns
follows: No.1—872.60; No.2—$108.02; No.
3—-$99,70. S

‘Che recotpta of School monoy repovtod April,
1856, wora e foliows:

Behoot House Fund. e o.____$ 61 00
District Ko, 3 . ceew 1717
Township Fund 132 88
Gtate Fund. —— 277 19
Inletest on Beclion 10 19 28
Total $500 10
For 1866, the following :
Township School House Fund.._..________ $213 28
Biate School Fund .. ... - 181 B0
Interest on Beclion lG.I-..-...._-_.___..-----. 105 B8
Total S £503 88
Receipts for March 6. 1857 B
Btate Common Scliwool Fund . ____ .. ... $208 00
Inlerest on Heetion W ooaor oo B0 19
Dog Tax.... : 35 35
Townaliip contingent Fund. ... ____ $724 08

The number of paraons of Schoo]'ngo in the

Townehip in {BB7 was 237—innloa 127; fomuales,-

110, Numbhor of volers, 132.

Lioard of Kducation for 1887—-A. W. Muo-
son, Peler Brick, J. W, Mauchly, W. I, Strong
and C. Winlerfeld, . A, W. Munson, Prosident;
1. W, Dilgart, Clork.

Post OFricE—The nenrest Post Office was
at Maumee unlil an office was established at

what is now East Swanton, in Bwanton Town-
ship. The latter waa removed fo SwantonVillage

‘aftor that hecame & Railroad Ststion, and resi-

donts of that part of 3pencer ncarest ndiacent
still got their mail there.- TheTownship Poat
Office proper is located at Java (Franklort -
Ootners): It was Bratkept by the late William -
Taylor at bis reaidence, and afterwards moved
irom place to plece until finafly, in 1879, it
was locuted ot Java, sines which Frank Keop-
fer hes been Postmaster.

Davrisr Onuno,—Thia eburch was organ.
ized gt an esrly doy and eervices held in the
School Houss " in private rosidences.
Among the first preacliera were eldera Birdssll
and anin. Rev. Aaron H Cole, wos the
ficet regular Pestor; but no churoh - edifice
wna bullt during -liia- day; nor, indoad, untfl
some timo afier bis death.. Rev., Mr. Uole was
ons of the early settlers and bagaa his minlatry
in Bpencer Township. He was bornin QJovert,
Boneca County, New York, Febrasry 5, 1813.
He wgs married . with Lydis Reppleyee in .
March, 1835, snd the Bame Bpring cams to
Bpoencer, whoru be seitled and reside’ umtil
1866, Ylis name a peatrs upon the rec..ds ms
tho firat Olerk of the Townaship, and he aided
in meby important wi{a in tho organization of
its affaire. Peelin, at ke was called to
Eranoh the Gospel, he was ordained and began

is winietry in 1841. Moat of the time for 20
years or more he-preached at bis own expsnse
to weak Churched. In 1856 he moved to Grand
Blano, Ohio, snd took charge of & Ohurch there.
For a time slao be traveled and preached under
the auspices of the Obio Baptial State Con-
voution. But he is hest romembered in Bpancer
ond the a:gaoent. vogion. He removed to
Adrien, Mich*~+n, in 1866, where he died
October 26, 867, in the b66th year of
bia age., Ho waa guccesded in the Bpencer
Eutora.to by Bider Nill, of Maumes, Reva. A.

rown, 4. J. Porter, Horace Hall {whodied in
Richfield Juno 1, 1876), A. J. Buel, F. C.
Wright and James Adams, bhave followed in
sucoession, the last named being the Pastor in
1887. The Chuorch wea finished snd dediented
in 1873, T

" OnuRos o IMMAOTLATE CONOERPTION,—About
1838, Father Armedous Rappe bagan a -mission
smong the Garman Catbolica of this Towaabip,
bolding aervices at private residences. In
1851 the log-church now used for tha parachial

‘Sehool-houge .wes orected. It was socceaded

by & frame building in 1864. This odifice was
dostroyed by fire June 7, 1876, und in 1876, the
fine structure known as the Chureh of Fm.
maci © ‘e Conception, was erected and conse-
cratou. On March 4, 1880,2 toroadostruek the
Luildiog, demolishing it completely, sxcept the .
aide ialla, whicli nlone warelie!t standing, On

the 16th of Augnst, the church wae apnin ve-
built, frescoed and occupied. It.is the finest
country Chureh in Lucas County, and coat, in
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R73

all, ahout §12 ). Rev. Charles Barbier was
the firat resident Minister in 1865, and since
have been the following in the years named:
Rov. Nicholns Schmaitz, 1868; Rov, Peter Kol-
lopp, 1870; Rev. John G. Vogt, 1875; nnd
Rov, Woimer Muoller sinco 1877,

THE GERMAN REFoRMED CHUROR of Bpencer
was organized in 1852; Isanc Matzinger, Con-
rad Bwine, Andrew Regioald and their fumilies,
being among the principal organizera, The
building waa erected in 1864, The Church
hog incrsased tu numbere from the. Goerman
element in the Towaship which is about two-
thirds of Lhe population, about one-half of tho
Gearmans being Protestants,

I'here is also & German Baptist Church in
the Township, orected in 1878. Rev. Sobastian
Bite hns beon ita only Pastor.

ALCOWZ0 FATROHILD was born Janunary
20, 18_., in Remsen, Oneida County, New
York. His parents were Benjamin an hemy
((}Pooler) Fairchild. The fathor was born ip

onnecticut}May 18, 17943 and the mother in
the Btate of New fork, !Fabrua.ry 20, 1810.
They were merriod May 27, 1827. With their
three children —Benjamin R. (& hali-brother),
. Alonzo and Robert, they removed to Medine
Oounty, Ohio, In the Spring of 1834, romnining
there until the Fail following, when they camse
Lo what is now Sponcer Townehip, There they”
made their hor - in the Wilderness, with their
nearsst white __ighbor five miles distant, but
with plenty of Indians about them, Mr. Fair-
child evtered a tract of land 8% the Land Office
at Monros, Michiga.n. Mnrg Janse, s daughter,
horn Febroary 22, 1838, died Hovember 7
1862. The faft~~ died December 29, 1866, sud
the mother K.., 20, 1878, Their son Robert
enlisted in Oompn.nf A, Bixty-Boventh Chio
Regiment, October 19; 1861, and died in hose-
pital at Nowboern, North Carolina, August 29,
1863. Thomas J., born in Spencer, February
10, 1844, now resides in Adame Townehip. The
fathar was elected Juatice of the Pesce, on the
organization of the Towasbip, holding the office
for severel years. Alonzohasserved ns Town-
ehip Truetes for many.years, se Treasurer for
12 years, as Sc*-~ol Director for 24 years, and
se Assessor for 16 year. Duoring the War of
tbs Rebellion, he was specially serviceable to
tbe Union ¢euse, in his efforts in raising and
forwarding troops from Spencer. Mr. . bas
* becn an active Republican sincathe organizalion
of that parly, having voted for Fremont in 1856,
He has alwnys enjoyed the confidence of bis
neighbors and has never been au offics eceler.
Mr, Fairchild was wmearried with Charloite
Beaclitle, February 10, 1854, Mrs. Wairchild
was born in Bedford County, Pannsylvania,
Mareh 2, 1832, nnd with her parants, Honry and
Agennth (Fliggle) Beachtle, removod to Wayno
County, Ohio, in 1833, whonce they camo to
t6

Spencar in 1848. Mre. Fairchild before marriago
taught School for several years in Sponcer nnd
Spnng]f;ald'Townshi 8. She bas sorved ne Clorle
of the Baptist Chiurch in Spencer for 13 years;
has beon for aoven yoars n Vico Presidout of
tho Lucas Counly Babhath-School Uniown; and
oight years Vice President of the Woman's
Chrigtian Temperance Union of Lucas Qounty,
She marved ss Buperintendent of the Brptist
Sundsy School for several years, all of which
bave been without her Olicitation. Mr.
Fairchild has been for It years Trustes of
the Baptist Church snd i now, he served ns
Cheirman of the Building Comimiltes of the
eams. They have four daughters—Ida V, A.,
Lorn January 20, 1856, the wife of Samuel Sur-
Lock of Spéncer; Clara Bell, born Apreil 26,
1869, wife of Ianao Matzinger of Bpeocer; Lu-
renn M., Lorn Augnet 8, 1864, wifo of William
Koou%h, of Bpercer; and DBossia J., boru May
16, 1816, residing nt home. .

LUCAS RAAB, second son of Valenlios
and Catharine (Bitler) Raab, wes.born in the
Grand Duchy of Heage Cassel, Germany, Octo-
ber 18, 1826. Tn 1838, with his parents aud
older brother, Peter, he came to tho United
Btatea, firat sottling ‘- Portage and Sammit
Countics, Io IB8], ... ont Lucas removed. Lo
Luoas County, be remnining -t Alkvron, ‘Chey
gsttled on the present ho....stead at- Roab’s
Corners, Spsocer Townehip. The children then
consisted of Peter, Lucas, Catharine (wife of
Andrew Gessner, of Maumes), Joseph (de-
caned), Mary (wife of Anthony Welsbacher,of
Richfield), Jobn, of Maumes, and Msria, of
Cleveland, Ohio. The ther died in Bpencer
January 17, 1871 ; and the mothar Oolober 12,
1878, {rucas attended tha Parochial Schools in
Germany from the of séven to 11 yeave.
During the Wintera he attended Public Schocls
in Portange County, where his progress in the
roquisition of the English language was re-
marknble, whioh largely expleias the oxcop-
tional fluency and correctnass of hia use of that
tongue. Mr. Raab has been for many yeara an
exteneive and euccessful FParmer, nnd since
1866 & Merchsnt, his farm and store both bein
located at Raab's Corners. In 1886 he suﬂ'erog
eoversly from 8 fire, losing barns, carringo-
house, five horses and other property, with littlo
insurance. He is known among his neighbors
28 5 hospitable aud echaritable cilizen, mesting
fully the requirements of good citizenship. In
religiouafaith, beisa Catholic,and baslong been
promivently identified with the prosperity of
the Church of the Immaculate Conception, in
8pencer, Politically, be is & Republican, and
.was an active supporter of the Union during
the War of the Rebellion. Tha only Republi-
enn in tha School District of his residence (with
20 votes), bo has po superior in personal popu-
larity and the esteem ol hisneighbors, Thisis
trno, algo, ns to the Township, which he has
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APPROVAL OF SPENCER TOWNSHIP LAND USE PLAN

September 30, 1999 86-743¢

Commissioner Isenber offered »he following resolution: |

WHEREAS, the Lucas County Plan Commission has approved the
Spencer Township Land Use Plan on September 23, 1999; aﬁd .

WHEREAS, the Spencer Township trustees have requést 1
approval of the Plan by the Lucas County Plan Commisgibn and
adoption by the Lucas County Commissioners; now, therefo;e,‘ﬁé“-
i - . ,

RESOLVED, by the Board of Count? Commissioners, Lucas
County, Ohio: f T |

Section_1. That in accordance with Chapter 713 of Fhe
Revised Code, adopts the Spencer Township Land Use Plan.

éggtign_ZL The Clerk of this Board 1s hereby o;dered to
certify this resolution and plan to the Lucas County Plan
Commission to be deposited with the County Recorder.

Bectic This Board findé and determines that ail formal
actions of this Board concerning and reiating to the adoption of
this resolution were taken in an o, .n meeting of this 3jocard d
that all deliberations of this Board that resulted in those
formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance

with the law.






